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Issue:   Police Building 
 
 
Proposed action: Approval 
 
 
Background information:  
 
In accordance with the policy proposed for naming opportunities, the University 
of North Florida requests that its Board of Trustees ratify naming the police 
building as the Martin P. Garris Police Building.  Alumni and friends have made 
this request as a tribute to Mr. Garris who passed away in 2002. 
 
The University wishes that this memorial honor be bestowed on Martin P. Garris 
in recognition of the years of service from 1975 to 1995.  During his tenure, 
Garris brought the agency from a small group of officers providing basic campus 
“security” to a full service law enforcement agency.  He did so by continually 
promoting professionalism and integrity and by ensuring that all agency members 
received quality training synonymous to modern law enforcement practices.  
 
As a vision of Chief Garris, the University of North Florida’s current police 
building was designed and constructed under his leadership.  This stand-alone, 
multi-functional facility has enhanced the UNF community via the provision of 
professional law enforcement services campus-wide.   
 
The name of the police building as the Martin P. Garris Police Building will not 
only pay honor and respect to an exemplary UNF leader but will also highlight a 
time period that altered the history of our institution. 
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Martin P. Garris, IV 
 

The late Martin P. Garris IV served the University of North Florida Police Department as 
director for 20 years, starting in 1975.  During his tenure, Garris brought the agency from 
a small group of officers providing basic campus “security” to a full service law 
enforcement agency. He did so by continually promoting professionalism and integrity 
and by ensuring that agency members received quality training so they could keep pace 
with modern law enforcement practices. 

 
He oversaw the design and construction of the department’s current building, which 
opened at the end of his tenure at UNF in 1995. As he envisioned this stand-alone, 
multi-functional facility, he did so with the same sense of inclusiveness for which he was 
noted throughout his career: by showing respect for the needs and wisdom of others in 
soliciting his employees’ opinions in the many design details.  Completion of the building 
was the crown jewel in his plan to provide professional law enforcement services to the 
University community.  

 
Chief Garris not only demanded professionalism within his own agency, but also took 
steps to improve law enforcement within the entire State University System of Florida.  
He helped organize and supported routine meetings with other Florida university police 
chiefs so that crime trends, training issues and ethical values could be presented and 
discussed. His efforts were rewarded in the mid-‘80s when Florida’s state university 
police officers were recognized to have parity with other State law enforcement officials. 

 
Prior to his tenure at UNF, Garris led the Community Relations Division at the 
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office. Garris joined the force in 1960. He was named police officer 
of the year by the Jacksonville Insurers Association in 1966 after he dove into the St. 
Johns River to rescue a sailor who had jumped into the river. In 1971, Garris co-founded 
the Police Athletic League. The Westside Optimist Club also recognized him as the 
City’s top officer in 1972.  

 
Garris returned to the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office in 1995 when newly elected Sheriff 
Nat Glover, Jacksonville’s first black sheriff, asked him to return as chief of community 
affairs. Glover’s election to the office followed a campaign that bitterly divided the 
department and Garris was noted for his abilities to bridge religious, ethnic and racial 
difficulties.  Garris’ forte, according to Glover, was “his ability to cross racial, ethnic and 
religious lines with ease.” Glover also recalled that Garris, who was an ordained Baptist 
minister after studying at Luther Rice Seminary, was invited to preach in African-
American pulpits at a time when that was not common. “He worked very hard for 
peaceful relations between the races,” Glover said. 

 
Garris retired from the JSO in June 1999. He had filed papers to run in the 2003 election 
for Sheriff, but illness kept him from the campaign.  He died at age 66 in September 
2002. His widow, Betty, continues as a University employee in the Student Government 
Office. 
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